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Ever lose your kids’ clothes at day care or camp? Stiking bills itself as the self-sticking
clothing label that stays put. The label doesn’t require ironing or sewing and it’s wash-
erand dryer sale. Lena Grierson, of Oakville, is a local distributor for the labels. Pack-
ages start at $25 for 60 stickers of various sizes to suit clothing, shoes and even tooth-
brushes. For more information, visit labellighthouse.com or contact Grierson at 1-877-

037-4141 or contactus@labellighthouse.com.
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MONEY

Here are the tools,
now build a budget

BY INEZ DYER

Just as a carpenter needs a saw, ham-
mer and nails to do the job, the average
person needs a few basic tools to man-
age your finances.

These tools apply to you whether you
have $2 or $2 million on deposit.

1, Know your credit rating. You can
obtain this information free by simply
printing off a form at www.equifax.ca.
Complete the information, sign and
attach a photocopy of two pieces of ID
and mail it to the address on the form.

2. Maintain a library membership.
It’s the cheapest and fastest way to get
smart about your personal finances.

3. Get afinancial mentor. In virtual -
ly every office, family or group of
friends, there’s someone whois finan-
cially successful and willing to share
expertise. Look around the people you
associate with. Odds are there are afew
individuals to choose from.

4. Have Internet access at home or
log on at your local library. There is no
better place to get a good, no-cost fi-
nancial education. Some of my top
website picks are: My bank’s web
banking and discount brokerage site,
the TSX, Dow Jones and Morningstar
Canada. You’ll find virtually every-
thing you need to know about risk,
fees, taxes, borrowing costs and more.

5. If possible have all your bank ac-
counts, investments and credit prod-
ucts accessible over the web. It allows
you to track your spending, do self-
serve transactions, monitor invest-
ment performance and make addition-
al loan payments at any time. With
more bank and credit cards being
fraudulently duplicated, an online
check is your best defence against be-
coming a card-skimming victim.

6. Subscribe to a newspaper. Taking

just five minutes out of your day to read
the business section may be the most
valuable boost to your bottom line.

7. Keep abreast of your employee
benefits. You should know at any given
time how your pension or group RRSP
is doing, how much life insurance you
have and what medical coverage you
have. These things are just as impor-
tant asknowing your bank balance, in-
vestment mix and credit obligations.

8. Have your financial goals written
down and know where they are. Short,
medium and long-term goals are the
foundation needed to build and main-
tain wealth.

9. Know how interest is calculated on
all financial products. From mortgages
to creditlines, to credit cards and GICs,
each has their unique way of charging
or paying out interest.

10. Keep on top of ALL financial
charges. Fees and service charges take
the biggest bite out of your money.
Know what you’re paying, why you're
paying it and always look for ways to
reduce those costs. This is one area
where you can’t afford to be compla-
cent.

11. Have a calculator and use it.

12. Always check your bills when
they arrive in the mail. When you see
what things are costing you month
over month, it makes you aware of how
your lifestyle choices are impacting
your bottom line, both good and bad.

Put these tools in place today and
within a year you’ll have much more
money, less debt and greater confi-
dence in your ability to earn, manage
and grow your money.

Inez Dyer has 25 years financial
experience. If you have questions or
comments, she can be reached at
personalfortune@shaw.ca

Get more minutes wit
a Rogers Family Plan.

Now with Family Plan:’

* Double the minutes on a single line to share with family members™

e The first minute is FREE for 1,000 incoming calls each month

*%%

Buy an MP3 phone and get up to 4 phones for $0'

CANADA'S CLEAREST WIRELESS NETWORK

GO TO ROGERS.COM, 1-800-462-4463, A ROGERS WIRELESS, ROGERS PLUS OR ROGERS VIDEO STORE FOR DETAILS
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Clarity of the network is based on network drive tests in the majority of urban Canadian centres within Rogers Wireless footprint, comparing voice services of the major wireless providers. Go to rogers.com/clear for details. Phones may not be available at all locations. Offer
BUNDLE WITH BU subject to change without notice. *A $35 Activation Fee, a monthly $6.95 System Access Fee (Non-Government Fee) and a monthly 50¢ 911 Emergency Service Access Fee apply to each phone. For information on these fees, go to rogers.com/911. Local
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airtime usage over the allotted monthly minutes in the plan, long distance, roaming charges, additional Wireless Essentials service options selected and applicable taxes are also billed monthly. For complete terms and conditions of service, please
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HAMILTON

Complete Communications
1400 Upper James St.
383-2264

Complete Communications
Limeridge Mall
318-7223

MILTON

INTEC Cellular
439 Main St. E.
(905) 875-1446

BRANTFORD

Complete Communications
2 Holiday Dr.
753-7393

BURLINGTON

Intec Cellular
1250 Brant St.
335-3666

Complete Communications
3455 Fairview St.
333-0959

Complete Communications
Mapleview Mall
632-9050

Nexcell Wireless
Burlington Mall
637-8718

CAMBRIDGE

Nexcell Wireless
210 Pinebush Rd.
623-8900

FORT ERIE

Link Wireless
1264 Garrison Rd.
650-1835

NIAGARA FALLS

Cellcom Wireless
Niagara Square Mall
353-0338

Complete Communications
6161 Thorold Stone Rd.
353-9753

OAKVILLE

Complete Communications
1027 Speers Rd.
842-4280

ST. CATHARINES

Complete Communications
100-4th Avenue
684-4351

STONEY CREEK

Complete Communications
905 Queenston Road
664-1158

WELLAND

Intec Cellular
871 Niagara St. N. 15A
735-2600

SIMCOE

Audio Avenue
153 Queensway E. RR5
426-2832

QO ROGERS

BRANTFORD

Roadrunner Cellular
11 Clarence Street
758-0333
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HAMILTON

Centre Mall
549-1597

ST. CATHARINES

PEN Centre
984-6388

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge Centre Mall
622-9749

STONEY CREEK

Eastgate Square
560-7027

OAKVILLE

refer to your Rogers Wireless Service Agreement. **The number of local airtime minutes are applicable to a single line in the plan (excluding unlimited evening and weekend minutes) and will be doubled and applied to the primary line every month for the duration of
the term, to be shared between all members on the same account. This offer is available on a 36-month term only. ***No charge for the First Incoming Minute for up to 1,000 incoming calls per month to be shared between plan members. Offer available on $25+ plans and a
36-month term only. *On a 36-month term and on select handsets. ™Rogers, Rogers Wireless, the Mobius Design and Your World Right Now are trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc., used under license. All other brands, product names, company names, trademarks and

Oakville Place
240 Leighland Ave.
815-8871
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